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I am Not Just a Noun...

Cyril’s reflection demonstrated the active role that JPII had in
shaping her. The talk was steeped in deep gratitude for the
faculty, staff, and community who helped Cyril understand
that she was more than a noun, but a verb, a capable doer.
Cyril poetically illustrated this metaphor when she said, “here
at JPII, I am not just a noun, I am a verb. I am a person who
does things. I am a speaker, because I raise my voice. I am a
leader, because I lead. I am a lover, because I love. I am
Catholic, because I live in the light and truth of Jesus!” 

Guests were certainly left pondering how they might support
other students on their path towards becoming a doer making
a difference in the world. Cyril went on to offer a heartfelt
closing message, “I dedicate this speech to JPII because this
wonderful school helped shape who I once was, the person
who I am now, and into the person who I will be. Thank you.”

Thanks to the generosity of benefactors, Take Flight was a
resounding success. JPII surpassed its goal of $58,000, topping
over $75,000 with gifts and sponsorships!

That JPII students have many gifts and talents is not news; nor
are stories of donor generosity which make it possible for
students to grow and develop these very same gifts and
talents. But, there are times when JPII has the special privilege
of highlighting a single student’s story. The annual Take Flight
Scholarship Breakfast is one of these occasions. 

This year’s student reflection, offered by junior Cyril
Areopagita, proved to be inspiring and authentic. Cyril’s
unique giftedness as a speaker and story-teller captivated
guests. Hers was a story of joy and struggle, woven so
beautifully that the standing ovation that followed its closing
was almost a given. 

JPII junior Cyril Areopagita inspired with her Take Flight keynote speech.

“I am a person who does things”

“Here at JPII, I am not just a noun, I am a verb. I
am a person who does things.”

- Cyril Areopagita



“When I first met Izzy (Isabelle), she was this sweet but
incredibly soft-spoken girl. Now she is a leader who inspires
faith and resilience in her teammates and peers. I am proud
of how far she has come!” These words spoken by senior
Isabelle Larson’s basketball coach, Caiti Schmitz, attest to the
leadership growth Isabelle has experienced over her four
years at JPII.

It is not just others who see leadership growth in Isabelle,
she sees it herself, humorously stating, “If you told 14 year
old Isabelle, an itty bitty freshman, that she would be
speaking in front of large groups four years later, I think she
would have thrown up then and there.”

Nowhere was her leadership growth more evident than
during the Junior Retreat where she served as rector. “I
wasn't that nervous. I was excited. All those leadership roles
as captain of sports teams and helping plan and lead club
events, had prepared me for this,” shared Isabelle.

Commitment to developing faith-filled leaders is a hallmark
of JPII and reflected in its mission which strives to create a
“spiritual and co-curricular environment that develops
young men and women who are intellectually strong,
spiritually alive and committed to service.”

Leading in Light & Truth
How one shy girl grew into a bold leader

(Left) Isabelle reflects while on retreat. (Above) Isabelle courageously serves at Mass in front of
her peers. (Below) Isabelle leads her team to a win as team co-captain during her senior
basketball season. 



Success came in a big way for junior Sisi Siu who placed 7th with
her Public Service Announcement partner junior Addie Hecht and
2nd as an individual in Impromptu Speaking, earning a trip to
Nationals. While Sisi was pleased with her own success, she was
equally happy for the hard work of all JPII FBLA students saying, “I
am very proud of what our members did and was thrilled when I
was announced as 2nd in the state for Impromptu.” 

“I am very proud of what our members did and was thrilled when I
was announced as 2nd in the state for Impromptu.”

 - Sisi Siu

Competing with Giants
FBLA faces off against larger schools

(Above) Juniors, Addie Hecht (left) and Sisi Siu (right) celebrate their
success. (Below) Members of the group enjoy a bit of fun building
community between competitions.

JPII’s chapter of Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) is no
stranger to the state-level competition. In April the school once
again sent a large group of students to Spokane to face off against
much larger schools from around Washington state. Unlike sports
and other co-curriculars, FBLA competitions are not separated by
school classification size. JPII is a 1B school, the smallest
classification in the state. 

Like David standing before Goliath, JPII’s 18 representatives boldly
took to the competition stage in 20 different categories against
their larger competitors, trusting in their God-given abilities. There
were over 2,000 student competitors at FBLA State this year!
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See the Eagles
in Action...
Follow us on social!

Every day, JPII connects bright, curious
students with opportunities to become who
God intends them to be.
Applications are still being accepted for the 2024-25 school year! Scan the QR
code below or contact our Admissions Office to schedule a personal tour and
find out how to become part of the Eagle family!

Our Mission
To provide a Catholic secondary education within a challenging academic,
spiritual and co-curricular environment that develops young men and women
who are intellectually strong, spiritually alive and committed to service.


