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As we embark on a new school year, let us be guided by the principles of our
namesake Pope Saint John Paul II in humility, simplicity, and seeing God in every
person. The ongoing commitments and efforts put into our school from staff,
teachers, parents, and volunteers are inspiring and impressive – and we applaud
them while remembering that our successes are only possible by the
overwhelming grace of God. We are called to build a strong, compassionate
community rooted in faith. Let us believe in the power of our shared mission and
the potential within each of us. Most importantly, let us belong to a vibrant,
supportive family where every member is valued and encouraged to grow in love
and truth. 

Together, let us nurture a school environment where every individual is
empowered to live out their faith boldly and use their God-given gifts to
contribute to the common good and a future filled with hope.

Pope Saint John Paul II, Pray for us!

In Christ, 

Andrew Prentice, Board Chair

Blessings,

Therese Allin, President

Our Mission
The mission of Pope John Paul II High School is to provide a Catholic
secondary education within a challenging academic, spiritual, and co-
curricular environment that will develop men and women who are
intellectually strong, spiritually alive, and committed to serving the needs
of others.

Board of
Directors

Andrew Prentice, 
Rob Panowicz, 
Essie Marapao,
Brooklynn Hooper,
J.T. Batstone
James Fellows
Connor Geraghty
Mary Alice Grobins
Dr. Amy Larson
Angelea Miller
Dr. David Olwell
Ray Outlaw
John Ulmer
John Volk

Ex-Officio Member:
Therese Allin, 

JPII board members are dedicated
to the mission and vision of the
school and the students and
families it serves. They play a vital
role in developing school policy
and cultivating support for the
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From Our Leadership

The 2023-24 school year was a beautiful
culmination for our graduates this year.
This class has the distinction of starting
their high school career off campus and
then returning wearing masks, having
multiple temperature checks, and all the
myriad COVID changes that we all now
happily push to the back of our
memories. 

Change has been an ever-present part of
their high school career – just as it has
been for all of us. Change, when faced
with faith as a community supporting
each other, can be beautiful and fulfilling
– especially in hindsight! 

Dear Friends, One of my favorite stories found in this
edition is the reflection of growth shared
by one of our new alumni.

As we move into our 15th year, JPII is
also in the midst of change. Planning for
a beautiful future for our beloved school
has become the focus for me as I
formally assume the title and role of
President. To allow my focus to shift and
continue to maintain and strengthen our
educational and co-curricular programs,
we are blessed to welcome Mr. Braeden
Neal as our new Principal. 

You are all an important piece of our
story, whether you are an alumni, parent,
donor, volunteer or prayer partner, you 
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Dear JPII Families,

are the foundation of our community
partnering with us to educate our
students. Thank you!
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“Over these past four years many
things in my life have changed,
come, and gone. But what has
changed most of all was… me.”

Vincent Vega, or “Vinny” as he is
affectionately known by his
friends, did not always live with
the joie de vivre he radiates today
in his colorful and fun Hawaiian
shirts. In fact, after his mom asked
him to transfer to JPII as a
sophomore, he adamantly
described his former self as a surly
and aloof young man. “I wasn’t
very pleasant to be around.”

Change did not come easily to
Vincent. However, change is
exactly what he came to embrace
during his time at JPII. After a
fellow student befriended him,
treated him kindly, and
introduced him to others, Vincent
began to come out of his shell.

He started to see that change was
possible and that he could
embrace it to become who he
wanted to be. “Change is
important. Change is the natural
state of the world; nothing ever
stays the same, and I think there’s
a strange kind of beauty in that.”

Build.

4

Embracing change.

Vincent (right) poses for a selfie with classmate, Kaden Harley while on retreat.

Over these past four years
many things in my life have
changed, come, and gone. But
what has changed most of all
was… me.” 

- Vincent Vega ‘24
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On his last day of school at JPII, Vincent stood in front of his peers and shared
his story. The eyes of faculty and staff who had known him over the years
glistened with tears as they listened to his talk. Here was a young man who was
not afraid to be vulnerable with his story. Vincent knew that others might feel
like he did and wanted to make sure they understood things could change,
things could get better, and that he believed in them.

“If you don’t like something about yourself, change it. But not all at once,
change doesn’t happen overnight, try breaking it into small steps... I believe in
you. I believe that every single one of you can change and make a difference.”

(Top) Vincent smiles during a class activity. (Middle)
Lounging on a bench after the Baccalaureate Mass.
(Bottom) A proud moment as Vincent accepts his diploma
from JPII’s board chair, Andrew Prentice.



Believe.
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Light & Truth Gala highlights
faith.

The annual Light & Truth Gala on April 26,
2024, at Indian Summer Golf & Country Club
was a time to honor and celebrate the JPII
community and lift up the students.
Notably, the Senior Class played a
substantial role in the Gala. Student speaker
Isabelle Larson radiated joy as she shared
her story, while other seniors welcomed,
engaged, and entertained Gala guests with
their wit and authenticity. 

With a change from the traditional keynote
approach, guest speaker, award-winning
chef, and Catholic priest Rev. Leo
Patalinghug blended humor with a
powerful Christian message, all while
preparing a delicious dish.



It was not just Father Leo's talk that was a faith-filled moment at this year's Light
& Truth Gala. Father Leo also engaged with students before the event, asking
about their prayer lives and time at JPII. Taylor Ames led guests in prayer before
the meal and  Isabelle Larson shared how her experience serving as rector of the
Junior Retreat was as much spiritual as it was an opportunity to grow her
leadership skills. Finally, the Steward of the Future award was presented to a
beacon of faith in the community, Rev. Timothy Ilgen,  former JPII board
member and pastor of Sacred Heart in Lacey for years. Father Ilgen will serve as
pastor for Parish Family 45 in Vancouver, WA during the year ahead.

This year’s Gala goal was lofty at $280,000, yet through the immense generosity
of JPII community members, the goal was not only met, but surpassed! As of
July, the total of gifts and pledges without sponsorships was nearly $290,000.
JPII recognizes and acknowledges the great blessing it is to be part of such a
faith-filled and magnanimous community surrounding the school.
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Student keynote, Isabelle Larson. Prayer leader, Taylor Ames and
emcee, Noah Frey.

Parent speaker, April Outlaw. Alumni speaker, Radric Marapao ‘14.



Belong.
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Meet JPII’s Advancement
Director & Principal.

My passion for education has
always been grounded in
building healthy, joy-filled
relationships with students
and colleagues.” 

- Mr. Braeden Neal

I was educated at a Catholic,
college-prep high school and I

am drawn to help others
recognize how this experience

was foundational to
everything that I have done

in my career.
- Dr. Kate Boyle

While change can certainly be challenging, it also brings a sense of newness and energy, offering an opportunity for fresh
perspectives and thinking outside the box. In this spirit of hopeful anticipation, JPII welcomes two of its newest community
members, Advancement Director, Dr. Kate Boyle and Principal, Mr. Braeden Neal.

Dr. Boyle brings an impressive resume and commitment to Catholic education to JPII, having served as Saint Martin University's
Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs for over four years. Before SMU, she worked as a professor and department chair at
the University of St. Thomas in Minneapolis for more than a decade. She has personally felt the blessing of Catholic education. “I
was educated at a Catholic, college-prep high school and I am drawn to help others recognize how this experience was
foundational to everything that I have done in my career.”

Deeply connected to the Saint Michael Parish community, Mr. Braeden Neal believes in the importance of healthy educational
relationships and the value of faculty empowering students to solve real-world problems through critical analysis in order for them
to become responsible and engaged members of society. “My passion for education has always been grounded in building
healthy, joy-filled relationships with students and colleagues.”
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On June 1, the JPII community gathered at Saint Michael Parish’s downtown church
for the commencement ceremony of 20 exceptional members of the Eagle family.
The Class of 2024 spent their high school years proving they were more than
capable of excellence. As a class, they earned over $3.5 million dollars in merit-
based scholarships, including a 4-year Navy ROTC Marine option scholarship
earned by Kaden Harley.

Beyond academic success, the Class of 2024 were servant leaders. Cumulatively,
they logged over 1,750 hours of service to the marginalized in the community.
Individually, Joshua Haelle earned 149 hours.

Class Valedictorian, Isabelle Larson, beautifully reflected on her class’s future goals
during her commencement speech, which included her own goal of becoming an
ER doctor. Isabelle is a three-sport scholar athlete, having served as team captain
for her volleyball, basketball, and fast pitch teams. She has earned academic
recognition as JPII’s Class of 2024 Valedictorian thanks to her outstanding GPA.
After JPII she will attend Creighton University where she plans to study
neuroscience on a pre-med track.

In addition to being named class Valedictorian, Isabelle received the Insignis Award
which is presented to the graduate who exemplifies general excellence. In the
language of the school, the Insignis is a person of intellectual strength, spiritual
vitality, and compassionate action. Ashley Abbott was class Salutatorian, Sierra
MacMillan and Milana Pham received the Communitas Award which recognizes a
special commitment to servant leadership, Kaden Harley received the Courageous
Leadership Award, and Taylor Ames the Signum Fidei, an award bestowed on the
individual whose life serves as a true “sign of faith”.

Graduates from JPII’s Class of 2024 will attend Seattle University, Creighton
University, Western Washington University, University of Idaho, Baylor University,
Brigham Young University, Saint Martin’s University, Idaho State University,
Gonzaga University, University of Utah, and Carroll College.

Class of 2024 at Baccalaureate Mass. (Left to Right) Pierce Russell, Ella Hurd, Joshua Haelle, Megan Roberts, James Wodja, Vincent Vega, Ashley Abbott,
Sierra MacMillan, Isabelle Larson, Milana Pham, Taylor Ames, Aureana Ohashi, Jada Buniag, Timmarra Argeris, Noah Frey, Josie Friedline, Kaden Harley,
Logan Johnson, Joseph Schumacher, Lev Molamphy, Rev. Lou Cunningham.

Celebrating the Class of 2024
Honoring a memorable class.



A Spirit of Giving
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$25,000-$49,999
Anonymous
Inge Marcus
Dr. Jay & Carla Rudd
Mike & Sharon Rushing
John Volk

$10,000-$24,999
Zachary & Alida Abbott
Archdiocese of Seattle
Greg & Joan Armstrong
Mary Ann Boulanger & the 
    Boulanger Family Foundation 
Graham & Lora Budd
Jack & Luellen Charneski
Community Foundation of 
     South Puget Sound
Dr. Bruce & Carol Cooper
Peter & Kathy Fluetsch
Charlie & Mary† Isaacson
John O'Conner & Celeste   
    Maris
Stan & Evalynne Moon
Dave & Sue Muller
Mike Sellars & Hon. Carol 
    Murphy
Rick & Pam Panowicz
Panowicz Jewelers
Prentice Financial Planning,
     LLC.

$5,000-$9,999
Therese Allin
Ann Greene
Rev. Tim Ilgen
Greg & Monica Davis
Ann Greene
Rev. Tim Ilgen
Dr. Douglas & Karen Jeske
 Mary Beth Lang & Jim 
    Erskine
Tom & Peggy Lang
Kelly & Chris Levesque
Andrew & Majida Manista
Rad & Essie Marapao
Rob & Linda Panowicz
Sacred Heart Catholic
     Church
Saint Martin's University
John & Joann Terranova
Tumwater Eye Center
Theresa Twining

$2,500-$4,999
Michael & Cecilia Brennan
Henry & Mary Jo Burns
Greg & Monica Davis
Justin & Alexis Erickson
Firehouse 5608 Partners,
     LLC
Fr. Nicholas Rausch Council,
     #1643
Bea Hallenbeck
Suzan Hruska
Eric & Cathy Johnson

Key Bridge Medical Clinic,
     LLC
L.G. Isaacson Co., Inc
Nisqually Indian Tribe
Pacific Air Heating &
     Conditioning, Inc
Andrew & Kaleigh Prentice
Providence Swedish South
     Puget Sound
Quigg Bros., Inc
Tedi Reynolds
Ed Schilter
Dr. Dave & Jeanne Spangler
St. Edward Catholic Church
Thrivent Charitable Impact
     & Investing
John Ulmer
Weinand Financial, Inc

$1,000-$2,499
J.T. Batstone
Patrick & Diane Bohlig
Jack & Angela Connelly
Mitch & Laura Dietz
Kevin & Kathryn Ekar
Jim & Mary Lynn Fellows
Fred Goldberg Foundation
Jim & Shawni Greene
Mary Alice Grobins
Matthew Hardy
Robert & Lydia Hoffman
Thomas Hruska
Betty Hutt
Dr. Andy & Liz Kapust
Leo & Heather Kapust
Anthony Ketchum
Marvin Kopp
Drs. Michael & Amy Larson
Rev. Jim Lee
David & Chris Nicandri
Dick & Cathy O’Connor
Olympia Federal Savings
Renah Blair Rietzke Family
     & Community Foundation
David & Francia Reynolds
Saint Michael Parish
Domingo Sanchez
Littu & Lisa Skariah
Terranova Family Foundation
Timberland Bank
Rene & Katy Tomisser
David & Veronica Van Dyke
Richard Wendt, Lt Col USAF
     (Ret) & Mary Wendt
Mary Wisehart
Elizabeth Zepeda
Matt & Monica Zepeda
Scott & Elizabeth Zylka

$500-$999
Brian & Julie Barrett-Ziegler
Joel Brennan ‘18
Kenny & Deliana Broussard
Edward & Lisa Currall

Jose Ruel & Lucia De La Cruz
Mary Ellen Donnelly
Coby & Jacquie Farnham
Michael & Megan Farrell
Art & Marisa Foley
John Grossman
Dwayne & Alice Harkness
Trent Hart
Crayne Horton & Hon. Mary
     Sue Wilson
Rev. P.A. Kaech†
Robert & Kim Kondrat
Loren Lane
Drs. Tom Hecht & Lisa Lee
Rachael Lundmark
Radric Marapao ‘14
Jason & Roberta McGill
Noel & Elizabeth McHugh
Tom & Jan O’Callahan
Shirley Oczkewicz
Dave Olwell
Linda Panowicz
Terry & Leslie Peterson
Dr. Tom & Kathi Rafferty
Ann Reiter
Bill & Kimberly Rucker
Joseph & Brook Schumacher
Michael & Marjorie Sigmon
Romeo & Elba Solis
Chad & Diane Steinbrecher
Linda Thompson
Kevin & Jennifer Wagner
Norm & Carol Wisner

$250-$499
Dennis & Lynette Anderson
William Archer
Jennifer Bonds-Raacke
Capitol City Press
Bob & Debra Christensen
Rose Clements
Joe & CC Deck
Marc & Debra Defreyn
Christine DeGregorio
Ron & Sherry Edwards
Diana Evans
Robert & Saveth Herness
Brian & Susan Kelly
Philip & Joanne Kerrigan
Tom & Tiana Kleinhoff
Scott & Rachel LeBlanc
Brad & Angelea Miller
Mary Moffatt
Kristin Moore
Carolyn Popp
Jan Prano
Kay Purcell & Dr. Bill Hundley
Christine Schaller-Kradjan
Caiti Schmitz
Gregory & Sherry Schuler
John & Marilyn Seeley
Rob & Michele Smith
John Sullivan
Larry & Julie Weber

Corinn Wohl

$100-$249
Mateo & Angelica Alba
Nancy Allin
Charles & Tiffany Ames
Maria Arne
Dan & Ann Ashe
Jodi Ashline
Alan & Lorraine Booth
Mary Booth
Dharshi Bopegedera
Maureen Callaghan
Ken & Maureen Camp
Gary & Connie Campbell
Courntey Castaneda
Roger & Annfany Cortes
Frank Currall ‘17
Megan Davis ‘15
Denis & Sally DuBois
Margarita Fox
Nathan & Maria Friedline
Connor Geraghty
Seth & Wendy Goodwin
Thomas & Barbara Guilfoil
Steve & Connie Helt
Susan & Edward Herman
Larry & Sue Holt
Brooklynn Hooper
Joel & April Isaacson
Kris & Katie Johnson
Bob & Holly Jurica
Brian & Debbie Kondrat
Anthony & Theresa Lirette
Alex & Victoria Loper
Michael & Teresa Lynch
Richard Madden
Pablo Matute & Lali 
     Espinoza
Bob & Eileen
     MckenzieSullivan
Dan & Katie McMurray
Mike & Debbie Mikota
Louis Miller
William Mitchell
Mary Monahan
Joseph & Patricia Muller
Chuck Namit
Johann Natterer
Todd & Michelle Newlean
Phuong Chi Nguyen
Jim Novak
Helena O’Connell
Terry & Paddi Paoletti
Joseph & Antoinette Perez
Nate Peters
Jim & Mary Ann Pitchford
Matthew Ramos ‘14
Alexandra Rivera ‘17
Jerry Romasco
Ray & Amor Ronquillo
Liz Rowan & Timothy Ward
Dr. Tracy Russell
Shaun Smith & Sandy
     Barton Smith

Drs. Shane & Judith Son
Tim & Lisa Spangler
Colleen State
State Farm Companies
     Foundation
George & Olene Steele
Jonathan & Mary Stoffer
Phil & Julie Suek
Tovani Hart PC
Melisssa Upson
Luke Wetzstein
Lorrin & Winnie Yee
Adam & Hanna Zerr
Rebekah Ziesemer

$1-$99
Ken & Sabine Asher
Gary & Mylinda Baits
Jeanine Baker
Dcn. Terry Barber
Thomas & Laurie Bieniosek
David Bissett
Megan Christensen ‘16
Emily Cote
William & Carol Delyea
Sharon Fasnacht
Anthony & Leonor Herness
John Hutchings
Wayne Jackson
Tom & Barb Keilman
Abby Kheriaty
David & Tracy MacMillan
Mike & Joanna 
     McGeoghegan
Jaimee Milton
Zoann Murphy
Anna Pawlowski
Richard† & Anita Pope
Geia Roberts
Katie Sellars ‘17
Timothy Sellars ‘20
Emmanuel & Wivina
     Toletino 
Ida Van Schalkwyk
Mario & Jane Villanueva
Connie Widener

† - Indicates donor has passed away.

JPII recognizes its generous donors and sponsors for the 2023 calendar year.
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Lifetime Giving Over $100,000
JPII is grateful to the individuals and organizations who contribute so generously in support of its mission and vision, with
special appreciation to those who have contributed more than $100,000 since the school was established.

$500,000 and above
Dr. Bruce & Carol Cooper
Frost & Margaret Snyder Foundation
Inge Marcus and the Estate of Hal 
    Marcus
Dr. Jay & Carla Rudd

$250,000-$499,999
Jack & Luellen Charneski
Fulcrum Foundation
Tom & Katia Healy
Dr. Andy & Liz Kapust
Norcliffe Foundation

Eric & Cathy Johnson
Mary P. Dolciani Halloran Foundation
Dave & Sue Muller
Rob & Linda Panowicz
Quigg Bros., Inc.
Mike & Sharon Rushing
Saint Michael Parish
Mike Sellars & Hon. Carol Murphy
Dr. Dave & Jeanne Spangler
Terranova Family Foundation
John Volk

† - Indicates donor has passed away.

$100,000-$249,999
Archdiocese of Seattle
Greg & Joan Armstrong
Mary Ann Boulanger
The Boulanger Family Foundation
Eric Charneski
Community Foundation of South
    Puget Sound
Peter & Kathy Fluetsch
Charlie & Mary† Isaacson
Dr. Douglas & Karen Jeske

Thank You to JPII’s
Generous Sponsors
JPII would like to acknowledge community members and
businesses who have supported the school through various
sponsorships during the 2023-24 school year. Their
generosity was integral to a successful year:

Aurora Lasik
Capital City Press
Firehouse 5608 Partners 
Eric & Cathy Johnson
Dr. Andy & Liz Kapust
Pacific Air Heating &
     Conditioning, Inc
Panowicz Jewelers
Prentice Financial Planning
Providence Swedish South
     Puget Sound
Sacred Heart Catholic Church

Saint Martin’s University
Dr. Shane Son & Dr. Judith
     Ogan-Son
St. Edward Catholic Church
Tumwater Eye Center
Timberland Bank
TwinStar Credit Union
Weinand Financial

JPII Legacy Society 
JPII's Legacy Society was founded to honor individuals
who value the power of education. The following
supporters have informed JPII that they have named the
school in their will or other planned giving vehicle.

Therese Allin
J.T. Batstone
Archbishop Brunett Trust
Dr. Bruce & Carol Cooper
Mike Duffy

Colleen & Patrick Gillespie
Inge Marcus & the Estate 
    of Hal Marcus
Colleen & Andrew Oczkewicz
Dr. Jay & Carla Rudd

John & Joann Terranova



@ADVANCEJPII

@JPIIHIGHSCHOOL

WWW.POPEJP2HS.ORG

ADMISSIONS@POPEJP2HSEAGLES.ORG

Pope John Paul II High School
5608 Pacific Ave SE
Lacey, WA 98503 - 1258

Calling Future Eagles!
Save the date to learn more about the JPII community, a place
that helps you grow into who God intends you to be.

The JPII Experience give prospective students and families the opportunity to
engage with current students, meet the faculty, and experience firsthand JPII's
hospitality and college prep curriculum.

See the Eagles
in Action...

Follow us on social!

Intellectually Strong
Spiritually Alive

People      Othersfor 

The JPII Experience Open House

Sunday, October 20, 2024
@ 1:30pm

You can also schedule a personalized campus tour. Call today: 360-438-7600
Scan the QR code to experience a student-led virtual tour of JPII!

@JPIIHIGHSCHOOL


