
What happens when passion meets opportunity? This
summer, Pope John Paul II High School senior Sisi Siu
embarked on an extraordinary journey through an internship
at Johns Hopkins University. In her insightful reflection, Sisi
shared her experience diving into cutting-edge research,
collaborating with world-class scientists, and exploring new
horizons in her academic journey.

From mastering advanced lab techniques to solving real-
world challenges, Sisi’s internship was more than just hands-
on learning—it was about pushing boundaries and unlocking
her true potential. She candidly reflected on the challenges
she faced, the triumphs she celebrated, and the valuable
lessons she’ll carry forward.

“I learned that there will be unexpected challenges
that come your way and the only thing you can 

do is be flexible...”
- Sisi Siu
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One of her most memorable experiences included what
seemed to be an impossible request. After spending three
days completing an experiment, Sisi was informed by her
post-doctorate mentor that she would need to redo the
experiment- in just one day. Still, this challenge, while a source
of stress, did not break Sisi’s spirit, “I learned that there will be
unexpected challenges that come your way and the only
thing you can do is be flexible with it and try your best.” 

When asked how JPII prepared her for this experience, Sisi did
not miss a beat, “JPII’s rigorous college-prep classes prepared
me with solid fundamental scientific knowledge going into
the internship.” 

You can hear more about Sisi’s experience by watching her
interview on our YouTube channel. Scan the QR code or visit:
https://youtu.be/mra_Mo-mD5c?si=czj11c3kWG-Kk-0Y

When passion meets opportunity.



“In the most blessed sacrament of the Eucharist ‘the body and
blood, together with the soul and divinity, of our Lord Jesus
Christ and, therefore, the whole Christ is truly, really, and
substantially contained.’”(Catechism of the Catholic Church,
1997, para. 1374)

Though Jesus in His omnipresence is found everywhere He is
sought, there is something quite unique about His tangible
presence in the Blessed Sacrament. For millennia, Catholics
have sought Jesus in adoration. For many, their most
peaceful and contemplative times of prayer take place in a
chapel or church sitting before the Eucharist exposed in a
monstrance.  The Rite of Eucharistic Exposition and
Benediction is an important ritual in the Church.

In December, JPII hosted an evening of Eucharistic
adoration, prayer, and confession open to the entire
community. Saint Michael Parish vicar, Fr. Chad Hill, led
attendees through the ritual of Eucharistic Exposition and
Benediction and SMP music coordinator, Jaysen Geissler,
along with JPII’s Campus Ministry team, created a prayerful
environment for all.

JPII’s evening with Jesus brought the community together in
solidarity. Reflecting on the experience, Principal Braeden
Neal said, “I was filled with gratitude to be able to pray with
students, staff, parents, and community members who took
time out of their Friday night to be with 
Jesus. We can’t wait to host more adoration 
nights in the future.” 

If you would like to learn more about the 
beautiful devotion of Eucharistic adoration, 
scan the QR code.

Believe.
An Evening with Jesus.

(Above) JPII’s altar with the Blessed Sacrament exposed in the monstrance. (Below) JPII Sophomore, Sam LeBlanc assists, Fr. Chad Hill with his humeral
veil, a special garment used to handle the monstrance as a sign of respect.



Belong.
Finding home at JPII.
JPII strives for community connectedness and to make each student feel seen, known, and
loved. It is one thing to feel included, it is an entirely different experience to feel that you
belong, to know that you are home. Belonging is not only one of the cornerstones of the
JPII advantage, it is an essential part of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. In essence, humans
need love and a sense of belonging to thrive. 

Freshman year can be an uncertain and stressful time. That is why JPII makes a unique
effort to welcome and integrate freshmen into the JPII community. From freshman
orientation, to the Back-to-the-Eagle’s Nest BBQ, to the freshman retreat, students are
supported by faculty and staff, and mentored by older peers.

The Associated Student Body (ASB) has an important role in creating a safe and welcoming
environment which they take seriously. ASB Vice President Frankie McGill has this to say
about ensuring belonging for freshmen, “I think the best way that ASB fosters a sense of
belonging is during the ASB-led freshman orientation. During this event we do various
community building activities that help the freshmen get to know each other as well as the
ASB team. It is always a good, fun time for everyone involved.”

The best of intentions can fall short if the impact is not felt by the freshmen, but that is not
the case at JPII. “I feel like I belong here because of the friendly environment I'm in and the
togetherness of the community ” said freshman, Shaina Verona. Another freshman, Calder
Mak had this to share, “It is easy to make friends and the teachers are easy to talk to.”
Natally Adame shared her experience, “it felt like as soon as I walked into the school
everyone greeted me. I even made friends with the seniors! The volleyball team also made
me feel like I belong.”

Junior Elijah Cortes (left) and freshman Israel Gil partner up in an ASB led community building activity on
the first day of school.

(Above) Frankie McGill (left) connects
with sophomore, David Matute.

(Above) Shaina Verona shares a
moment of laughter with a classmate
during freshman orientation. 

(Above) Calder Mak during freshman
orientation. (Below) Natally Adame
beams during her volleyball game. 
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Looking towards the future with strategic
intention.
Keep an eye on your mailbox! JPII will soon be sharing about its recent
accreditation success and exciting updates about our new strategic plan and
vision for the future—stay tuned for all the details!

Our Mission
The mission of Pope John Paul II High School is to provide a Catholic secondary
education within a challenging academic, spiritual, and co-curricular
environment that will develop men and women who are intellectually strong,
spiritually alive, and committed to serving the needs of others.
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@JPIIHIGHSCHOOL
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